o

il

INDIANAPOLIS “(ind.)
NEWS

Circ.:
Front ~ Edit Othet
Page Page Page |
Date:
: &,
...‘u‘

POLITICS

Birch Group
Invited Here | |
for Founding

. By BILL WILDHACK

Why did the founders of . .
the John Birch Somety happen.
to hold their anization

_meeting in Indmnapo is?

During all the furor over
the uitraconservative organi-,
zation, that question has never
been answered.

“jU's very simple,” says
Marguerite Dice, 3630 Wash-
mgton Blvd “] invited them."

Miss Dice
says she. was
L attending a;
¥ luncheon at the ',
B Fropylacum

. and engaged in’
a’ -Conversation
with -a woman
sitting *next toy’
. her - about po-
litical and eco-
nomic mattlerss
The .woman,

Wildhack .

whe has since died, told Miss
Dice she should read some of
the writings of Robert H. W. .

Welch Jr., now. head of the
Birch organization and then a
sales manager for a candy
company. '

* - » .

The ré.gult was that Miss '

Dice corresponded with Weich
and in one of his letters he :
sald he planned to organize
a group of men to fight Com-» :
munism. She invited him w
call the organlzation meehng{
at her horae, since Indianap-..
olls is crytrally located. After’
a series ' of discussions, the:
Birch Saclety was founded’
here Decegnber 9, 1958.
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“I didn't even attend the/'
mecting.” Miss Dice says. “It
wis m"mull,’ a men’s argani-;
'n on’ ! W

Khe vl“ 3ot no lndianap-,
olis mar Yy i the foundinz

crovp, dylpite ‘rumors to the
cone L Hand she makes
el dit U of her as
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&‘ :

pAnm
£

" .Another person with more™:

than usual interest in the so-

ciety is County Assessor Da-!
a boyhood{

vid D. -Finney,
friend in Georgia: of the late

-John Birch. Birch was an Army

captain who was killed in China
under somewhat clouded cir-
cumstances by Chinese Com-
niuinst troops August 25, 1948,
just 11 days after the end of
World War II. a
When it was rep
had once written
prasident  Eissnhower, -
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¥ted Welch | %

at.former by
LS N
hrother, Dr. Milton Eisenhow- |

29 1961

er; the late Secretary of State N

John Foster Dulles and his

hrother, Allen Dulles, head of \:
the Central Intelligence Agen-\;
¢y, were members of the Com-: yend
underground, - Finney i :
wrote a letter 1o Birch’s moth.. [

munist

er, Mrs. George S. Birch.
In his youth, Finney at-

tended a Sunday school class \\

taught by Mrs. Birch In l.lttle
Park Memorial Baptlst ‘Church {]
in suburban Macon, Ga. Mem-

bers of their families are nlll \

was upset about néws storles
concerning the
was fearful Mrs. Birch’s
name was being used to pro-\.
mate an extremlst group

Mrs. erch. rephed, defend-

ing the society as “a. trulyj
great conservative organiza-|

tion dedicated to an -educa-
tional program® and describ-

ing Welch as “a great statps-j

man, a true leader for consti-
tutional government and free
dom in U.S. A )

She said the Birch family
had been informed by the

War Department in 1945 that{’

her son was killed by a stray
builet on the Lunghai Rail-
road in China. But she pecked
at a clipboard carried by a
Macon federal employee who

visited their home and sawh
that Birch was listed as kll!ec';:

by Chinese Communists. She!
said this version was laler:
.confirmed by one of her son&

‘+ Army buddies.

- - L]

Her letter included somt
suggested reading of books by
anti-Communists zad she sent
under separate cover same
literature to Finney. The mail-
ing included the following
documents:

“The Life of Joahn Birch” by
Welch.

A House Committee on Un.
American  Activities pamplilel
containing the testtmony of Ed-

wd Honter, author and for-

v correspondent, abouw!
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society and N
son’s ; : ‘: \
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Commun§{ \Party by J. Edgar’ -
Hogver,

thQAxﬁ" wn BarAssqcmnon“
¥ ;‘vmittee on Com-=«

pamphlet bears§ ;
M the Cardin- -
adation, an

al Catholic organi'

cil of Church(:ﬁ are f!

Dol i i
. paganda, Finnuy £s8' \

I lieves it lmfm'w
late John Birch § EY
AT blu aR

center of a «dat,
%

Party and the .\'aLif}%

which amy an,

tremists ol
the left,” :
are ultimate! to ince oy -
dom 1o Fascism or. te
munism. 1t doesn 't mr’
matter  winch

go."
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t\tor of the Feder-_ . .

\L
A flysheet put %W\%; "The
Voice of Freedom™i\ { Do e, *.
Ga., attempting toljYhon - t-qc “‘,‘
some alms of the k mrunist © 3
} Coun- 7

his memory. / B
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